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Thr FEDERAL REPORT

By Pete Earley
Waafvrurton Fos 817 Wriker

It has been three years since Con-
gress ordered the Veterans Admin.
lstration to investigate whether the
use of Agent Orange and other de-
foliants during the Vietnam war
harmed Amwrican GIs and entitled
them Lo specis) compenastion.

‘The VA still hasn't leunched that
study. [t hasn't even decided what
scientific ptotocola of criteriy the
sy will uze,
erans, claim the agency s stalling
* orvﬁjl e
P. Nimmo's stated concern that the

oy wan indifferent to their problema,
said Ronald Simen, an attotney with
the National Veterans Law Center
sho hes been active in the Agent

rsy.

Miscriist  betwean Vietnam vets
ind the VA was 30 great that Pres-
dent Carter formed in umbrella

Interagency Working
Jroup to Study the Possible Long-
[arm Health Effects of Phenory
Jerbicides and Contaminants—to

Agent Orange Study Still on Launch Pad

Some Data Expected Next Year

By the fall of 1983, the government will begin eceiving preliminary
data from four major studies related to Agent Ozange, actording to
Dr. Vernon N. Houk, chai of the g t science panel that
s monitoring herbicide shudies.

Here’s & thumbnail sketch of eachc

» The Banch Hand Study is & 20.year proj
itoring the bealth of 1,264 Air Force
spraying missions, Preliminary data will include physicals and ques-
tiotnaires about the subjects’ health.

» Toe Vietnam Mortality Study does not specifically have any-
thing to do with Agent but scientlats hope that 1bey can Jeamn

information abdul Vietnam-ers soldiers by the
th rates and cuuses of death of soldies who served in Vietham
and these who aerved elsewhers during the same period.

» The Birth Defects Study involves compering 7,500 babées bom
with defects to 3,000 normal babies, Interviews will be done to ses if
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While the panel debated whether
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might have to be discanded
study would, again, face delays.

revised protocol that was accepted




